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SAN ANGELO STANDARD TIMES (TX)
9 FEBRUARY 1983 STAT

' o : L S "+ Considering the economic climate in this coun-
: D O 65 d em O CI' a C try, we 'questiolxa m% wisdom of spending so guot:lcnh' =

s . money on worldwide public relations. Congress

i1 eed , P R bOO S t ? ; is presently considering the president’s prggsed

) ] ‘» o 1983-84 budget. The question is not whether there

will be a deficit in the budget, but rather how

“Later this month, details of President many billions i
: ) of dollars

(liieagan S_proposed program to promote speng over and above the aglcfmf:i‘tyizrenixi i -
Cigzg():ex-sa;cy around the world will be presented to - .- Can we afford, then, to spend $65 miltion to tell

The president envisions a program that will l| hﬂg:;q;l&y}at ¢ fme:system of Eovernment we.
Support free labor movements, exchange of in- - T . P
formation, visitor exchanges, regional meetings® | ; -And, beyond that, we are concerned with.the |
and conferences and support for groups that pro- cgeneral notion that it might be necessary, to
mote good relations between the United States spend money promoting democracy. Over-the |
and otherregions. = .- e e years, this. country has sought to spread the |
- The program would reflect 2 commitment by -; message by example. :People could know
the United States to engage more vigorously in a democracy was the best form of government
peaceful ““competition of ideasand values” with ! siinply by looking at the United States-and com-
the Soviet Union, President Reagan said whenhe - paring It with other countries with other types of -
unvelled the ided during a speech to the Britisp | BOVermments. .t Giiwis

aruament lastJune:y, ; aoovem s e ‘That may seem oversimplified i today’s com: -

v " g L TR, it may rsimp in today’s com-

ﬁol;:riéhﬁnt?;t X;rt, it ycg.ﬂébg ected at-na- - plex- world; since the ‘Soviet Union is not ‘shy
cost: $65 million. - erica, Africa-and. Asia. The , about telling the world of the virtues of its brand _
So‘ s h el : of communism. But it seems even more illogical -
pore, 1af, the m: concern among many has - to think we can spread democracy with a public

en whether the CIA would be involved in the relations campaign — propaganda might be 2
program, and Undersecretary of State Lawrence - better word — no matter how much money we’ -
Eagleburger called a news conference earlier | decidetospend. e T SRR
Wﬁ:ﬁwma thatgmprhession. ET The bestway to promote dembéra"cyist‘bmakeﬁ
- Frankly, we are underw : : ; S it ¢:
idea, regardless of which grgxllz;segg)lfldtgi :(l;ﬁg “ the United States as great a nation Sl oan be.~_i
not be involved. - . o oD wowd orwould Showing, we think, is better than telling. -~ =

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/06/16 : CIA-RDP90-00806R000200920014-3



